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FIRST SUNDAY

A Shoot From the Stump of Jesse


Symbol: stump with a green shoot


ISAIAH 11 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse,

    and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,

    the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

    the spirit of counsel and might,

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord.

And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.


He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

    or decide by what his ears hear;

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

    and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth;

and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his 
mouth,

    and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the 
wicked.

Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist,

    and faithfulness the girdle of his loins.

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

    and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

and the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

    and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall feed;

    their young shall lie down together;

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The sucking child shall play over the hole of the 
asp,

    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
adder’s den.

They shall not hurt or destroy

    in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord

    as the waters cover the sea.


     In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as an 
ensign to the peoples; him shall the nations 
seek, and his dwellings shall be glorious.

     In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a 
second time to recover the remnant which is left 
of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from 
Pathros, from Ethiopia, from Elam, from Shinar, 
from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the 
sea.


He will raise an ensign for the nations,

    and will assemble the outcasts of Israel,

and gather the dispersed of Judah

    from the four corners of the earth.

The jealousy of E′phraim shall depart,

    and those who harass Judah shall be cut off;

E′phraim shall not be jealous of Judah,

    and Judah shall not harass E′phraim.

But they shall swoop down upon the shoulder of 
the Philistines in the west,

    and together they shall plunder the people of 
the east.

They shall put forth their hand against Edom and 
Moab,

    and the Ammonites shall obey them.

And the Lord will utterly destroy

    the tongue of the sea of Egypt;

and will wave his hand over the River

    with his scorching wind,

and smite it into seven channels

    that men may cross dryshod.

And there will be a highway from Assyria

    for the remnant which is left of his people,

as there was for Israel

    when they came up from the land of Egypt.
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FIRST MONDAY

Creation of the World


symbol: the earth

 


GENESIS 1

     In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters.

     And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, one day.

     And God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.”  And God made the firmament and separated the waters which were under the 
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament.  And it was so.  And God called the 
firmament Heaven.   And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.

     And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.”  And it was so.  God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas.  And God saw that it was good.  And God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to 
its kind, upon the earth.”  And it was so.  The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.

     And God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth.”  And it was so.   And God made the two great 
lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also.        
And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.  And God saw that it was good.   And 
there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

     And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the firmament of the heavens.”  So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to 
its kind.  And God saw that it was good.  And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”  And there was evening and there was 
morning, a fifth day.

     And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds: cattle and creeping 
things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.”  And it was so.   And God made the beasts of 
the earth according to their kinds and the cattle according to their kinds, and everything that creeps 
upon the ground according to its kind.  And God saw that it was good.

     Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  So God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God he created him; male and female he created them.  And God blessed them, and God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 
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sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.   And to every beast of the earth, and to every 
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good.  And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.
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FIRST TUESDAY

The Fall of Mankind


symbol: fruit and serpent


GENESIS 3

     Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the Lord God had made.  He said 
to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden’?”  And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit 
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  But the serpent 
said to the woman, “You will not die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves aprons.

     And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  But the 
Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”  And he said, “I heard the sound of thee 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, “The 
woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”  Then the Lord God 
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and 
I ate.”  The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

    cursed are you above all cattle,

    and above all wild animals;

upon your belly you shall go,

    and dust you shall eat

    all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman,

    and between your seed and her seed;

he shall bruise your head,

    and you shall bruise his heel.”

To the woman he said,

“I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing;

    in pain you shall bring forth children,

yet your desire shall be for your husband,

    and he shall rule over you.”

And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,

    and have eaten of the tree

of which I commanded you,

    ‘You shall not eat of it,’
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cursed is the ground because of you;

    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you;

    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

In the sweat of your face

    you shall eat bread

till you return to the ground,

    for out of it you were taken;

you are dust,

    and to dust you shall return.”

     The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.  And the Lord God 
made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins, and clothed them.

     Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and 
now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever”— therefore the 
Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken.  He drove 
out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.
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FIRST WEDNESDAY

Noah and the Flood


symbol: rainbow


GENESIS 6-9:17

     When men began to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters were born to them, the sons 
of God saw that the daughters of men were fair; and they took to wife such of them as they chose. 
Then the Lord said, “My spirit shall not abide in man for ever, for he is flesh, but his days shall be a 
hundred and twenty years.”  The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when 
the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. These were the 
mighty men that were of old, the men of renown.

     The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  And the Lord was sorry that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him to his heart.  So the Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the ground, man and beast and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I 
have made them.”  But Noah found favour in the eyes of the Lord.

     These are the generations of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation; Noah 
walked with God.  And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

     Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.  And God saw the 
earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.  And God said to 
Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh; for the earth is filled with violence through them; 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make rooms in the 
ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch.  This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark three 
hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  Make a roof for the ark, and finish it 
to a cubit above; and set the door of the ark in its side; make it with lower, second, and third decks.  For 
behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life 
from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall die.  But I will establish my covenant with you; 
and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.  And of every 
living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they 
shall be male and female.  Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their 
kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to 
you, to keep them alive.  Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them.”  Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.


     Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you 
are righteous before me in this generation.  Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and 
his mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate;  and seven pairs of the 
birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive upon the face of all the earth.  For in 
seven days I will send rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have 
made I will blot out from the face of the ground.”  And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.  
Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth.  And Noah and his 
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him went into the ark, to escape the waters of the flood.  Of 
clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the 
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ground,  two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah.  
And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.

     In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, 
on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were 
opened.  And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights.  On the very same day Noah and his 
sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered 
the ark, they and every beast according to its kind, and all the cattle according to their kinds, and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth according to its kind, and every bird according to its kind, 
every bird of every sort.  They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was 
the breath of life.  And they that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded 
him; and the Lord shut him in.

     The flood continued forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it 
rose high above the earth.  The waters prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark 
floated on the face of the waters.  And the waters prevailed so mightily upon the earth that all the high 
mountains under the whole heaven were covered; the waters prevailed above the mountains, covering 
them fifteen cubits deep.   And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, birds, cattle, beasts, all 
swarming creatures that swarm upon the earth, and every man; everything on the dry land in whose 
nostrils was the breath of life died.  He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the 
ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the air; they were blotted out from the 
earth. Only Noah was left, and those that were with him in the ark.  And the waters prevailed upon the 
earth a hundred and fifty days.


     But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark. And 
God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided;  the fountains of the deep and the 
windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, and the waters receded 
from the earth continually.  At the end of a hundred and fifty days the waters had abated; and in the 
seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest upon the mountains of 
Ar′arat.  And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of 
the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

     At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made, and sent forth a 
raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth.  Then he sent forth a dove 
from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; 9 but the dove found no place 
to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole 
earth. So he put forth his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him.  He waited another 
seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark;  and the dove came back to him in the 
evening, and lo, in her mouth a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided 
from the earth.  Then he waited another seven days, and sent forth the dove; and she did not return to 
him any more.

     In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried 
from off the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the face of the 
ground was dry.   In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry.   
Then God said to Noah, “Go forth from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives 
with you.  Bring forth with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful 
and multiply upon the earth.”  So Noah went forth, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with 
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him.  And every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves upon the earth, 
went forth by families out of the ark.

     Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar.  And when the Lord smelled the pleasing odour, the Lord said in 
his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the imagination of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth; neither will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done.  While the earth 
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”


     And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.  
The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every bird of the 
air, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea; into your hand they are 
delivered.  Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you; and as I gave you the green plants, I give 
you everything.  Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.  For your lifeblood I will surely 
require a reckoning; of every beast I will require it and of man; of every man’s brother I will require the 
life of man.  Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for God made man in 
his own image.  And you, be fruitful and multiply, bring forth abundantly on the earth and multiply in it.”
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every 
beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.”  And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:  I set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant which is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.  When the 
bow is in the clouds, I will look upon it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.”  God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the 
covenant which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.”
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FIRST THURSDAY

God’s Covenant with Abraham


symbol: starry sky


GENESIS 15

     After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.”  But Abram said, “O Lord God, what wilt thou give me, for I 
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Elie′zer of Damascus?”   And Abram said, “Behold, thou 
hast given me no offspring; and a slave born in my house will be my heir.”  And behold, the word of the 
Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; your own son shall be your heir.”  And he brought 
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”  And he believed the Lord; and he reckoned it to 
him as righteousness.

     And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chalde′ans, to give you this land 
to possess.”  But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”  He said to him, “Bring 
me a heifer three years old, a she-goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.”  And he brought him all these, cut them in two, and laid each half over against the other; but 
he did not cut the birds in two.  And when birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove 
them away.

     As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram; and lo, a dread and great darkness fell 
upon him.  Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know of a surety that your descendants will be sojourners in 
a land that is not theirs, and will be slaves there, and they will be oppressed for four hundred years; but 
I will bring judgment on the nation which they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions.  As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old 
age.  And they shall come back here in the fourth generation; for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete.”

     When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces.  On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphra′tes, the land of 
the Ken′ites, the Ken′izzites, the Kad′monites, the Hittites, the Per′izzites, the Reph′aim, the Amorites, 
the Canaanites, the Gir′gashites and the Jeb′usites.”
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FIRST FRIDAY

The Sacrifice of Isaac


symbol: ram


GENESIS 22:1-19

     After these things God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.”  He 
said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Mori′ah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”  So Abraham rose early in 
the morning, saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; and he cut 
the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar off.  Then Abraham said to his young men, 
“Stay here with the ass; I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.”  And 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took in his hand the 
fire and the knife. So they went both of them together.  And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.”  He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood; but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?”  Abraham said, “God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my 
son.”  So they went both of them together.

     When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there, and laid the 
wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.  Then Abraham put 
forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.  But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, 
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.”  He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad or 
do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from me.”  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught 
in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son.  So Abraham called the name of that place The Lord will provide as it is said to this 
day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

     And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will 
indeed bless you, and I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is 
on the seashore. And your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies,  and by your 
descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beer-sheba; and 
Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba.
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FIRST SATURDAY

God’s Covenant With Jacob


symbol: ladder


GENESIS 28:10-22

     Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.  And he came to a certain place, and stayed there 
that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and 
lay down in that place to sleep.  And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it!  
And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your descendants; and your 
descendants shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east 
and to the north and to the south; and by you and your descendants shall all the families of the earth 
bless themselves.  Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done that of which I have spoken to you.”  Then Jacob 
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place; and I did not know it.”  And he was 
afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven.”

     So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone which he had put under his head and set 
it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.  He called the name of that place Bethel; but the name 
of the city was Luz at the first.  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep 
me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my 
father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, 
shall be God’s house; and of all that thou givest me I will give the tenth to thee.”
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SECOND SUNDAY

Joseph and His Brothers


symbol: robe with sleeves


GENESIS 37

     Jacob dwelt in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan.  This is the history of the 
family of Jacob.

     Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a lad with 
the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought an ill report of them to their 
father.  Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old 
age; and he made him a long robe with sleeves.  But when his brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

     Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they only hated him the more.  He said 
to them, “Hear this dream which I have dreamed: behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, 
my sheaf arose and stood upright; and behold, your sheaves gathered round it, and bowed down to 
my sheaf.”  His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to have 
dominion over us?” So they hated him yet more for his dreams and for his words.  Then he dreamed 
another dream, and told it to his brothers, and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream; and 
behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”  But when he told it to his 
father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him, and said to him, “What is this dream that you have 
dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground 
before you?”  And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.


     Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem.  And Israel said to Joseph, “Are 
not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to him, 
“Here I am.”  So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers, and with the flock; and 
bring me word again.”  So he sent him from the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.  And a 
man found him wandering in the fields; and the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking 
my brothers,” he said, “tell me, I pray you, where they are pasturing the flock.”  And the man said, “They 
have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’”  So Joseph went after his brothers, and 
found them at Dothan.  They saw him afar off, and before he came near to them they conspired against 
him to kill him.  They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer.  Come now, let us kill him and 
throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild beast has devoured him, and we shall see 
what will become of his dreams.”  But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, 
saying, “Let us not take his life.”  And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; cast him into this pit here 
in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand, to restore 
him to his father.  So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe 
with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and cast him into a pit.  The pit was empty, there was no 
water in it.

     Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ish′maelites coming from Gilead, 
with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt.  Then Judah 
said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal his blood?  Come, let us sell 
him to the Ish′maelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his 
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brothers heeded him.   Then Mid′ianite traders passed by; and they drew Joseph up and lifted him out 
of the pit, and sold him to the Ish′maelites for twenty shekels of silver; and they took Joseph to Egypt.

     When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he rent his clothes and 
returned to his brothers, and said, “The lad is gone; and I, where shall I go?”  Then they took Joseph’s 
robe, and killed a goat, and dipped the robe in the blood; and they sent the long robe with sleeves 
and brought it to their father, and said, “This we have found; see now whether it is your son’s robe or 
not.”  And he recognized it, and said, “It is my son’s robe; a wild beast has devoured him; Joseph is 
without doubt torn to pieces.”  Then Jacob rent his garments, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days.  All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he 
refused to be comforted, and said, “No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father 
wept for him.  Meanwhile the Mid′ianites had sold him in Egypt to Pot′i-phar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard.
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SECOND MONDAY

Moses


symbol: burning bush


EXODUS 3—4:17

     Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Mid′ian; and he led his 
flock to the west side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  And the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush 
was burning, yet it was not consumed.  And Moses said, “I will turn aside and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burnt.”  When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here am I.”  Then he said, “Do not come near; put off your shoes 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  And he said, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  And Moses hid his face, for 
he was afraid to look at God.

     Then the Lord said, “I have seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry because of their taskmasters; I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Per′izzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jeb′usites.  And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I 
have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.  Come, I will send you to Pharaoh 
that you may bring forth my people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, “Who am 
I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?”  He said, “But I will be with you; 
and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought forth the people out of 
Egypt, you shall serve God upon this mountain.”

     Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to 
Moses, “I am who I am.”  And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am has sent me to you.’”  God 
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: this is my name for ever, and 
thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.  Go and gather the elders of Israel together, 
and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has 
appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt; and I promise 
that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt, to the  land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Per′izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb′usites, a land flowing with milk and honey.”’  And they 
will hearken to your voice; and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, 
‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, we pray you, let us go a three days’ 
journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’  I know that the king of Egypt 
will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand.  So I will stretch out my hand and smite Egypt 
with all the wonders which I will do in it; after that he will let you go.  And I will give this people favour 
in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty, but each woman shall ask of 
her neighbour, and of her who sojourns in her house, jewelry of silver and of gold, and clothing, and 
you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters; thus you shall despoil the Egyptians.”
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     Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, 
‘The Lord did not appear to you.’”  The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”  He said, “A rod.”
And he said, “Cast it on the ground.”  So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses 
fled from it.  But the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand, and take it by the tail”—so he put out his 
hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand—“that they may believe that the Lord, the God of 
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”  
Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand into your bosom.”  And he put his hand into his bosom; and 
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, as white as snow.  Then God said, “Put your hand 
back into your bosom.”  So he put his hand back into his bosom; and when he took it out, behold, it 
was restored like the rest of his flesh.  “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or heed the first sign, 
they may believe the latter sign.  If they will not believe even these two signs or heed your voice, you 
shall take some water from the Nile and pour it upon the dry ground; and the water which you shall 
take from the Nile will become blood upon the dry ground.”

     But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either heretofore or since thou hast 
spoken to thy servant; but I am slow of speech and of tongue.”  Then the Lord said to him, “Who has 
made man’s mouth?  Who makes him dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind?  Is it not I, the Lord?  Now 
therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.”  But he said, “Oh, my 
Lord, send, I pray, some other person.”  Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he 
said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite?  I know that he can speak well; and behold, he is 
coming out to meet you, and when he sees you he will be glad in his heart.  And you shall speak to him 
and put the words in his mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach you 
what you shall do.  He shall speak for you to the people; and he shall be a mouth for you, and you shall 
be to him as God.  And you shall take in your hand this rod, with which you shall do the signs.”
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SECOND TUESDAY

Passover


symbol: lintel and doorposts with blood


EXODUS 11—12:32

     The Lord said to Moses, “Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt; afterwards 
he will let you go hence; when he lets you go, he will drive you away completely.  Speak now in the 
hearing of the people, that they ask, every man of his neighbour and every woman of her neighbour, 
jewelry of silver and of gold.”  And the Lord gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. 
Moreover, the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in 
the sight of the people.

     And Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: About midnight I will go forth in the midst of Egypt; and all the 
first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sits upon his throne, even to 
the first-born of the maidservant who is behind the mill; and all the first-born of the cattle.  And there 
shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever shall be 
again.  But against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, not a dog shall growl; that you may 
know that the Lord makes a distinction between the Egyptians and Israel.  And all these your servants 
shall come down to me, and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get you out, and all the people who follow you.’ 
And after that I will go out.”  And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger.  Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Pharaoh will not listen to you; that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.”

     Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh; and the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, 
and he did not let the people of Israel go out of his land.


     The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month shall be for you the beginning 
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the 
tenth day of this month they shall take every man a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for 
a household; and if the household is too small for a lamb, then a man and his neighbour next to his 
house shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make 
your count for the lamb.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old; you shall take it from 
the sheep or from the goats; and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs in the evening.   Then they shall take 
some of the blood, and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat them.  
They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it.  Do 
not eat any of it raw or boiled with water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts.  And you 
shall let none of it remain until the morning, anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  In 
this manner you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 
and you shall eat it in haste.  It is the Lord’s passover.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord.  The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the houses 
where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to 
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

     “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout 
your generations you shall observe it as an ordinance for ever.  Seven days you shall eat unleavened 
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bread; on the first day you shall put away leaven out of your houses, for if any one eats what is 
leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.  On the first 
day you shall hold a holy assembly, and on the seventh day a holy assembly; no work shall be done on 
those days; but what every one must eat, that only may be prepared by you.  And you shall observe the 
feast of unleavened bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt: therefore 
you shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as an ordinance for ever.  In the first month, on 
the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, and so until the twenty-
first day of the month at evening.  For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses; for if any 
one eats what is leavened, that person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a 
sojourner or a native of the land.  You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat 
unleavened bread.”

     Then Moses called all the elders of Israel, and said to them, “Select lambs for yourselves according 
to your families, and kill the passover lamb.  Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in 
the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood which is in the basin; and none of 
you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning.  For the Lord will pass through to slay the 
Egyptians; and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over 
the door, and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to slay you.  You shall observe this rite as 
an ordinance for you and for your sons for ever.  And when you come to the land which the Lord will 
give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this service.  And when your children say to you, ‘What do 
you mean by this service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover, for he passed over the 
houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he slew the Egyptians but spared our houses.’”  And the 
people bowed their heads and worshiped.

     Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they 
did.

     At midnight the Lord smote all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh who 
sat on his throne to the first-born of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the first-born of the 
cattle.  And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a 
great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where one was not dead.  And he summoned Moses and 
Aaron by night, and said, “Rise up, go forth from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; 
and go, serve the Lord, as you have said.  Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be 
gone; and bless me also!”
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SECOND WEDNESDAY

The Ten Commandments


symbol: two tablets of stone


EXODUS 19—20

     On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone forth out of the land of Egypt, on that 
day they came into the wilderness of Sinai.  And when they set out from Reph′idim and came into the 
wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness; and there Israel encamped before the mountain.  
And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say 
to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how 
I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  Now therefore, if you will obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my own possession among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and 
you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  These are the words which you shall speak 
to the children of Israel.”

     So Moses came and called the elders of the people, and set before them all these words which the 
Lord had commanded him.  And all the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord has 
spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord.  And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Lo, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and 
may also believe you for ever.”

     Then Moses told the words of the people to the Lord.  And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the 
people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments, and be ready by 
the third day; for on the third day the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 
people.  And you shall set bounds for the people round about, saying, ‘Take heed that you do not go 
up into the mountain or touch the border of it; whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death; no 
hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.’  When 
the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.”  So Moses went down from the 
mountain to the people, and consecrated the people; and they washed their garments.  And he said to 
the people, “Be ready by the third day; do not go near a woman.”

     On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the 
mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.  Then 
Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God; and they took their stand at the foot of the 
mountain.  And Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and 
the smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain quaked greatly.  And as the 
sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.  And 
the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the Lord called Moses to the 
top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, 
lest they break through to the Lord to gaze and many of them perish.  And also let the priests who 
come near to the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord break out upon them.”  And Moses said to 
the Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for thou thyself didst charge us, saying, ‘Set 
bounds about the mountain, and consecrate it.’”  And the Lord said to him, “Go down, and come up 
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bringing Aaron with you; but do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the 
Lord, lest he break out against them.”  So Moses went down to the people and told them.


     And God spoke all these words, saying,

     “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

     “You shall have no other gods before me.

     “You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them 
or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 
thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

     “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
who takes his name in vain.

     “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor, and do all your work; but the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your manservant, or your maidservant, or your cattle, or the sojourner who is within your 
gates; for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it.

     “Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land which the Lord your 
God gives you.

     “You shall not kill.

     “You shall not commit adultery.

     “You shall not steal.

     “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

  “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his 
manservant, or his maidservant, or his ox, or his ass, or anything that is your neighbour’s.”


Now when all the people perceived the thunderings and the lightnings and the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled; and they stood afar off, and 
said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will hear; but let not God speak to us, lest we die.”  And Moses 
said to the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to prove you, and that the fear of him may be 
before your eyes, that you may not sin.”


And the people stood afar off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was.  And 
the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I 
have talked with you from heaven.  You shall not make gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make 
for yourselves gods of gold.  An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where I cause my name 
to be remembered I will come to you and bless you.  And if you make me an altar of stone, you shall 
not build it of hewn stones; for if you wield your tool upon it you profane it.  And you shall not go up by 
steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on it.’
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SECOND THURSDAY

Spies Sent Into Canaan


symbol: cluster of grapes


NUMBERS 13—14

The Lord said to Moses, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I give to the people of 

Israel; from each tribe of their fathers shall you send a man, every one a leader among them.”  So 
Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the Lord, all of them men 
who were heads of the people of Israel.  And these were their names: From the tribe of Reuben, 
Sham′mu-a the son of Zaccur;  from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; from the tribe of 
Judah, Caleb the son of Jephun′neh; from the tribe of Is′sachar, Igal the son of Joseph; from the tribe 
of E′phraim, Hoshe′a the son of Nun; from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; from the tribe 
of Zeb′ulun, Gad′diel the son of Sodi;  from the tribe of Joseph (that is from the tribe of Manas′seh), 
Gaddi the son of Susi; from the tribe of Dan, Am′miel the son of Gemal′li;  from the tribe of Asher, 
Sethur the son of Michael; from the tribe of Naph′tali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; from the tribe of Gad, 
Geu′el the son of Machi.   These were the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land.   
And Moses called Hoshe′a the son of Nun Joshua.


Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up into the Negeb yonder, 
and go up into the hill country, and see what the land is, and whether the people who dwell in it are 
strong or weak, whether they are few or many, and whether the land that they dwell in is good or bad, 
and whether the cities that they dwell in are camps or strongholds, and whether the land is rich or 
poor, and whether there is wood in it or not.  Be of good courage, and bring some of the fruit of the 
land.”  Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.


So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near the entrance of 
Hamath.  They went up into the Negeb, and came to Hebron; and Ahi′man, Sheshai, and Talmai, the 
descendants of Anak, were there.  (Hebron was built seven years before Zo′an in Egypt.)  And they 
came to the Valley of Eshcol, and cut down from there a branch with a single cluster of grapes, and 
they carried it on a pole between two of them; they brought also some pomegranates and figs.  That 
place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down from 
there.


At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land.  And they came to Moses and 
Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they 
brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land.  And 
they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is its 
fruit.  Yet the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; and 
besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there.  The Amal′ekites dwell in the land of the Negeb; the 
Hittites, the Jeb′usites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, 
and along the Jordan.”


But Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once, and occupy it; for we 
are well able to overcome it.”  Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up 
against the people; for they are stronger than we.”  So they brought to the people of Israel an evil 
report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it 
out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people that we saw in it are men of great stature.  
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And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim); and we seemed to 
ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”


Then all the congregation raised a loud cry; and the people wept that night.  And all the people of 
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had 
died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!  Why does the Lord bring us 
into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey; would it not be 
better for us to go back to Egypt?”


And they said to one another, “Let us choose a captain, and go back to Egypt.”  Then Moses and 
Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel.  And 
Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephun′neh, who were among those who had spied out 
the land, rent their clothes, and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we 
passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land.   If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us 
into this land and give it to us, a land which flows with milk and honey.  Only, do not rebel against the 
Lord; and do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us; their protection is removed from 
them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.”  But all the congregation said to stone them with 
stones.


Then the glory of the Lord appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel.  And the Lord 
said to Moses, “How long will this people despise me?  And how long will they not believe in me, in 
spite of all the signs which I have wrought among them?   I will strike them with the pestilence and 
disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.”


But Moses said to the Lord, “Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for thou didst bring up this people in 
thy might from among them, and they will tell the inhabitants of this land.  They have heard that thou, O 
Lord, art in the midst of this people; for thou, O Lord, art seen face to face, and thy cloud stands over 
them and thou goest before them, in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.  Now if thou 
dost kill this people as one man, then the nations who have heard thy fame will say, ‘Because the Lord 
was not able to bring this people into the land which he swore to give to them, therefore he has slain 
them in the wilderness.’  And now, I pray thee, let the power of the Lord be great as thou has promised, 
saying,  ‘The Lord is slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of fathers upon children, 
upon the third and upon the fourth generation.’   Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray thee, 
according to the greatness of thy steadfast love, and according as thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.”


Then the Lord said, “I have pardoned, according to your word; but truly, as I live, and as all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs which I 
wrought in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the proof these ten times and have not 
hearkened to my voice, shall see the land which I swore to give to their fathers; and none of those who 
despised me shall see it.  But my servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed me 
fully, I will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it.  Now, since the 
Amal′ekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valleys, turn tomorrow and set out for the wilderness by 
the way to the Red Sea.”


And the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron,   “How long shall this wicked congregation murmur 
against me? I have heard the murmurings of the people of Israel, which they murmur against me.  Say 
to them, ‘As I live, says the Lord, what you have said in my hearing I will do to you: your dead bodies 
shall fall in this wilderness; and of all your number, numbered from twenty years old and upward, who 
have murmured against me, not one shall come into the land where I swore that I would make you 
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dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephun′neh and Joshua the son of Nun.  But your little ones, who you 
said would become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised.  But 
as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness.  And your children shall be shepherds in the 
wilderness forty years, and shall suffer for your faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in 
the wilderness.  According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for 
every day a year, you shall bear your iniquity, forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.’   I, the 
Lord, have spoken; surely this will I do to all this wicked congregation that are gathered together 
against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.”


And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, and who returned and made all the 
congregation to murmur against him by bringing up an evil report against the land,  the men who 
brought up an evil report of the land, died by plague before the Lord.  But Joshua the son of Nun and 
Caleb the son of Jephun′neh remained alive, of those men who went to spy out the land.


And Moses told these words to all the people of Israel, and the people mourned greatly. 40 And 
they rose early in the morning, and went up to the heights of the hill country, saying, “See, we are here, 
we will go up to the place which the Lord has promised; for we have sinned.”  But Moses said, “Why 
now are you transgressing the command of the Lord, for that will not succeed?  Do not go up lest you 
be struck down before your enemies, for the Lord is not among you.  For there the Amal′ekites and the 
Canaanites are before you, and you shall fall by the sword; because you have turned back from 
following the Lord, the Lord will not be with you.”  But they presumed to go up to the heights of the hill 
country, although neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord, nor Moses, departed out of the camp.  
Then the Amal′ekites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that hill country came down, and defeated them 
and pursued them, even to Hormah.
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SECOND FRIDAY

Jericho Conquered


symbol: trumpet


JOSHUA 5:13—6:27

Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a 

drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”

“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.”  Then Joshua 

fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his 
servant?”


The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy.”  And Joshua did so.


Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no 
one came in.


Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and 
its fighting men.  March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days.  Have seven 
priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark.  On the seventh day, march around the city 
seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets.  When you hear them sound a long blast on the 
trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army 
will go up, everyone straight in.”


So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.”  And he ordered the army, “Advance! March 
around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.”


When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before the 
Lord went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant followed them.  The 
armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the 
ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding.  But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a 
war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!”  So he 
had the ark of the Lord carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and 
spent the night there.


Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the Lord.  The seven priests 
carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the Lord and blowing the 
trumpets.  The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the Lord, while 
the trumpets kept sounding.  So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to 
the camp.  They did this for six days.


On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same 
manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times.  The seventh time around, when the 
priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the Lord has given you 
the city!  The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and all 
who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent.  But keep away from 
the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. 
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Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it.  All the silver 
and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into his treasury.”


When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men 
gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.  They 
devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, 
young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.


Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring 
her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.”  So the young men who had 
done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and sisters and all 
who belonged to her.  They brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of 
Israel.


Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the 
articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house.   But Joshua spared Rahab the 
prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as 
spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day.


At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the Lord is the one who 
undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho:


“At the cost of his firstborn son

    he will lay its foundations;

at the cost of his youngest

    he will set up its gates.”

So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land.
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SECOND SATURDAY

Samuel

symbol: lamp


1 SAMUEL  3—4:1

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli.  And the word of the Lord was rare in 

those days; there was no frequent vision.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he could not see, was lying down in 

his own place; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down within the temple of 
the Lord, where the ark of God was.  Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!”
and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.”  So 
he went and lay down.  And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.”  But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”  Now Samuel 
did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.  And the Lord 
called Samuel again the third time.  And he arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.”  Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy.  Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; 
and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant hears.’”  So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place.


And the Lord came and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”  And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for thy servant hears.”  Then the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel, 
at which the two ears of every one that hears it will tingle.  On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I 
have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.  And I tell him that I am about to punish his 
house for ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did 
not restrain them.  Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be 
expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.”


Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel was 
afraid to tell the vision to Eli.  But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.”  And he said, “Here I 
am.”  And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and 
more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.”  So Samuel told him everything and hid 
nothing from him.  And he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”


And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.  And all 
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the Lord.  And the 
Lord appeared again at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the 
Lord.


And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.
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THIRD SUNDAY

David Anointed King


symbol: horn of oil or lyre


1 SAMUEL  16

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil, and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.”  And Samuel said, “How can I go?  If Saul hears it, he will 
kill me.”  And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’  And 
invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me him 
whom I name to you.”  Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem.  The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  And he said, “Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the Lord; consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.”  And he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.


When they came, he looked on Eli′ab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him.”  But 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the Lord sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks on the heart.”  Then Jesse called Abin′adab, and made him pass before Samuel.  And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”  Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.  And he said, “Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.”  And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel.  And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.”  And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”  And he 
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.”  And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and fetch him; for we will not sit down till he comes here.”  And he sent, and brought him 
in.  Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.  And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint 
him; for this is he.”  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; 
and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.  And Samuel rose up, and 
went to Ramah.


Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him.  And 
Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you.  Let our lord now 
command your servants, who are before you, to seek out a man who is skilful in playing the lyre; and 
when the evil spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, and you will be well.”  So Saul said to his 
servants, “Provide for me a man who can play well, and bring him to me.”  One of the young men 
answered, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skilful in playing, a man of 
valour, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence; and the Lord is with him.”  
Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said, “Send me David your son, who is with the sheep.”  
And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a skin of wine and a kid, and sent them by David his son 
to Saul.  And David came to Saul, and entered his service.  And Saul loved him greatly, and he became 
his armour-bearer.  And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in my service, for he has found 
favour in my sight.”  And whenever the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and 
played it with his hand; so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.
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THIRD MONDAY

David and Goliath


symbol: slingshot


1 SAMUEL  17

Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; and they were gathered at Socoh, which 

belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and Aze′kah, in E′phes-dam′mim.  And Saul and the 
men of Israel were gathered, and encamped in the valley of Elah, and drew up in line of battle against 
the Philistines.  And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the 
mountain on the other side, with a valley between them.  And there came out from the camp of the 
Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span.  He had a 
helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was 
five thousand shekels of bronze.  And he had greaves of bronze upon his legs, and a javelin of bronze 
slung between his shoulders.  And the shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head 
weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him.  He stood and shouted to 
the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle?  Am I not a Philistine, and are you 
not servants of Saul?  Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me.  If he is able to fight 
with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you 
shall be our servants and serve us.”  And the Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of Israel this day; give me a 
man, that we may fight together.”  When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they 
were dismayed and greatly afraid.


Now David was the son of an Eph′rathite of Bethlehem in Judah, named Jesse, who had eight sons. 
In the days of Saul the man was already old and advanced in years.  The three eldest sons of Jesse had 
followed Saul to the battle; and the names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eli′ab the first-
born, and next to him Abin′adab, and the third Shammah.  David was the youngest; the three eldest 
followed Saul, but David went back and forth from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.  For 
forty days the Philistine came forward and took his stand, morning and evening.


And Jesse said to David his son, “Take for your brothers an ephah of this parched grain, and these 
ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to your brothers; also take these ten cheeses to the 
commander of their thousand. See how your brothers fare, and bring some token from them.”


Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.  
And David rose early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took the provisions, and 
went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the encampment as the host was going forth to 
the battle line, shouting the war cry.  And Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against 
army.  And David left the things in charge of the keeper of the baggage, and ran to the ranks, and went 
and greeted his brothers.  As he talked with them, behold, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath 
by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before. And David 
heard him.


All the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were much afraid.  And the men of 
Israel said, “Have you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Israel; and the 
man who kills him, the king will enrich with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his 
father’s house free in Israel.”  And David said to the men who stood by him, “What shall be done for the 
man who kills this Philistine, and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised 
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Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  And the people answered him in the 
same way, “So shall it be done to the man who kills him.”


Now Eli′ab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eli′ab’s anger was kindled 
against David, and he said, “Why have you come down?  And with whom have you left those few sheep 
in the wilderness?  I know your presumption, and the evil of your heart; for you have come down to see 
the battle.”  And David said, “What have I done now?  Was it not but a word?”  And he turned away 
from him toward another, and spoke in the same way; and the people answered him again as before.


When the words which David spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul; and he sent for 
him.  And David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with 
this Philistine.”  And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; 
for you are but a youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.”  But David said to Saul, “Your 
servant used to keep sheep for his father; and when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from 
the flock, I went after him and smote him and delivered it out of his mouth; and if he arose against me, I 
caught him by his beard, and smote him and killed him.  Your servant has killed both lions and bears; 
and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living 
God.”  And David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear, will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”  And Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with 
you!”  Then Saul clothed David with his armour; he put a helmet of bronze on his head, and clothed 
him with a coat of mail.  And David girded his sword over his armour, and he tried in vain to go, for he 
was not used to them.  Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these; for I am not used to them.”  
And David put them off.  Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the 
brook, and put them in his shepherd’s bag or wallet; his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the 
Philistine.


And the Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him.  And when 
the Philistine looked, and saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, ruddy and comely in 
appearance.  And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?”  And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods.  The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh 
to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.”  Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me 
with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, 
and I will strike you down, and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the host of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel,  and that all this assembly may know that the Lord saves not with sword and 
spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.”


When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly toward the 
battle line to meet the Philistine.  And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone, and slung it, 
and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the 
ground.


So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the Philistine, and 
killed him; there was no sword in the hand of David.  Then David ran and stood over the Philistine, and 
took his sword and drew it out of its sheath, and killed him, and cut off his head with it.  When the 
Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.  And the men of Israel and Judah rose with a 
shout and pursued the Philistines as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron, so that the wounded Philistines 
fell on the way from Sha-ara′im as far as Gath and Ekron.  And the Israelites came back from chasing 
the Philistines, and they plundered their camp.  And David took the head of the Philistine and brought 
it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour in his tent.
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When Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, 
“Abner, whose son is this youth?”  And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I cannot tell.”  And the 
king said, “Inquire whose son the stripling is.”   And as David returned from the slaughter of the 
Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand.  And 
Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?”  And David answered, “I am the son of your servant 
Jesse the Bethlehemite.”
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THIRD TUESDAY

Solomon’s Wisdom


symbol: sword


1 KINGS 3

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter, and 

brought her into the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the house of the 
Lord and the wall around Jerusalem.  The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because 
no house had yet been built for the name of the Lord.


Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father; only, he sacrificed and burnt 
incense at the high places.  And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high 
place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings upon that altar.  At Gibeon the Lord appeared 
to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.”  And Solomon said, “Thou 
hast shown great and steadfast love to thy servant David my father, because he walked before thee in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward thee; and thou hast kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and hast given him a son to sit on his throne this day.  And now, O Lord my 
God, thou hast made thy servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child; I do 
not know how to go out or come in.  And thy servant is in the midst of thy people whom thou hast 
chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered or counted for multitude.  Give thy servant therefore 
an understanding mind to govern thy people, that I may discern between good and evil; for who is 
able to govern this thy great people?”


It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  And God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your word.  Behold, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall 
arise after you.  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honour, so that no other king 
shall compare with you, all your days.  And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”


And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast 
for all his servants.


Then two harlots came to the king, and stood before him.  The one woman said, “Oh, my lord, this 
woman and I dwell in the same house; and I gave birth to a child while she was in the house.  Then on 
the third day after I was delivered, this woman also gave birth; and we were alone; there was no one 
else with us in the house, only we two were in the house.  And this woman’s son died in the night, 
because she lay on it.  And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while your 
maidservant slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead son in my bosom.  When I rose in the 
morning to nurse my child, behold, it was dead; but when I looked at it closely in the morning, behold, 
it was not the child that I had borne.”  But the other woman said, “No, the living child is mine, and the 
dead child is yours.”  The first said, “No, the dead child is yours, and the living child is mine.”  Thus they 
spoke before the king.


Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead’; and the other 
says, ‘No; but your son is dead, and my son is the living one.’”  And the king said, “Bring me a sword.” 
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So a sword was brought before the king.  And the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give 
half to the one, and half to the other.”  Then the woman whose son was alive said to the king, because 
her heart yearned for her son, “Oh, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means slay it.”  But the 
other said, “It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.”  Then the king answered and said, “Give the 
living child to the first woman, and by no means slay it; she is its mother.”  And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived 
that the wisdom of God was in him, to render justice.
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THIRD WEDNESDAY

Elijah


symbol: stone altar


1 KINGS 18:17—40

When Ahab saw Eli′jah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?”  And he answered, “I 

have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father’s house, because you have forsaken the 
commandments of the Lord and followed the Ba′als.  Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at 
Mount Carmel, and the four hundred and fifty prophets of Ba′al and the four hundred prophets of 
Ashe′rah, who eat at Jez′ebel’s table.”


So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel, and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel.  And 
Eli′jah came near to all the people, and said, “How long will you go limping with two different 
opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Ba′al, then follow him.”  And the people did not answer 
him a word.  Then Eli′jah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord; but Ba′al’s 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men.  Let two bulls be given to us; and let them choose one bull for 
themselves, and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; and I will prepare the other 
bull and lay it on the wood, and put no fire to it.  And you call on the name of your god and I will call on 
the name of the Lord; and the God who answers by fire, he is God.”  And all the people answered, “It is 
well spoken.”  Then Eli′jah said to the prophets of Ba′al, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it 
first, for you are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.”  And they took the bull 
which was given them, and they prepared it, and called on the name of Ba′al from morning until noon, 
saying, “O Ba′al, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered.  And they limped about the 
altar which they had made.  And at noon Eli′jah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god; 
either he is musing, or he has gone aside, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be 
awakened.”  And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until 
the blood gushed out upon them.  And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering 
of the oblation, but there was no voice; no one answered, no one heeded.


Then Eli′jah said to all the people, “Come near to me”; and all the people came near to him.  And 
he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down; Eli′jah took twelve stones, according to 
the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall 
be your name”; and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord.  And he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed.  And he put the wood in order, and 
cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the 
burnt offering, and on the wood.”  And he said, “Do it a second time”; and they did it a second time. 
And he said, “Do it a third time”; and they did it a third time.  And the water ran round about the altar, 
and filled the trench also with water.


And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Eli′jah the prophet came near and said, “O Lord, God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.  Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this 
people may know that thou, O Lord, art God, and that thou hast turned their hearts back.”  Then the fire 
of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench.  And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and 
they said, “The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.”  And Eli′jah said to them, “Seize the prophets of 
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Ba′al; let not one of them escape.”  And they seized them; and Eli′jah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and killed them there.
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THIRD THURSDAY

Isaiah


symbol: tongs with a burning coal


ISAIAH 6

In the year that King Uzzi′ah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his 

train filled the temple.  Above him stood the seraphim; each had six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one called to another and said:


“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was 

filled with smoke.  And I said: “Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”


Then flew one of the seraphim to me, having in his hand a burning coal which he had taken with 
tongs from the altar.  And he touched my mouth, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your 
guilt is taken away, and your sin forgiven.”  And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?”  Then I said, “Here am I!  Send me.”  And he said, “Go, and say to this 
people:


‘Hear and hear, but do not understand;

see and see, but do not perceive.’

Make the heart of this people fat,

    and their ears heavy,

    and shut their eyes;

lest they see with their eyes,

    and hear with their ears,

and understand with their hearts,

    and turn and be healed.”

Then I said, “How long, O Lord?”

And he said:

“Until cities lie waste

    without inhabitant,

and houses without men,

    and the land is utterly desolate,

and the Lord removes men far away,

    and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.

And though a tenth remain in it,

    it will be burned again,

like a terebinth or an oak,

    whose stump remains standing

    when it is felled.”

The holy seed is its stump.
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THIRD FRIDAY

Babylonian Exile


symbol: tears


JEREMIAH 9:1—11 
O that my head were waters,

    and my eyes a fountain of tears,

that I might weep day and night

    for the slain of the daughter of my people!

O that I had in the desert

    a wayfarers’ lodging place,

that I might leave my people

    and go away from them!

For they are all adulterers,

    a company of treacherous men.

They bend their tongue like a bow;

       falsehood and not truth has grown strong 

in the land;

for they proceed from evil to evil,

    and they do not know me, says the Lord.


Let every one beware of his neighbour,

    and put no trust in any brother;

for every brother is a supplanter,

        and every neighbour goes about as a 

slanderer.

Every one deceives his neighbour,

    and no one speaks the truth;

they have taught their tongue to speak lies;

       they commit iniquity and are too weary to 

repent.

Heaping oppression upon oppression, and 

deceit upon deceit,

    they refuse to know me, says the Lord.


Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts:

“Behold, I will refine them and test them,

        for what else can I do, because of my 

people? 

Their tongue is a deadly arrow;

    it speaks deceitfully;

with his mouth each speaks peaceably to his 

neighbour,

       but in his heart he plans an ambush for 

him.

Shall I not punish them for these things? says 

the Lord;

    and shall I not avenge myself

    on a nation such as this?

 

“Take up weeping and wailing for the 

mountains,

       and a lamentation for the pastures of the 

wilderness,

because they are laid waste so that no one 

passes through,

    and the lowing of cattle is not heard;

both the birds of the air and the beasts

    have fled and are gone. 

I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins,

    a lair of jackals;

and I will make the cities of Judah a 

desolation,

    without inhabitant.” 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THIRD SATURDAY

Return


symbol: city wall


NEHEMIAH 2

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Ar-ta-xerx′es, when wine was before him, I took 

up the wine and gave it to the king.  Now I had not been sad in his presence.  And the king said to me, 
“Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick?  This is nothing else but sadness of the heart.”  Then I 
was very much afraid.   I said to the king, “Let the king live for ever!  Why should not my face be sad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lies waste, and its gates have been destroyed by 
fire?”  Then the king said to me, “For what do you make request?”  So I prayed to the God of heaven.  
And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favour in your sight, that you 
send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may rebuild it.”  And the king said to me 
(the queen sitting beside him), “How long will you be gone, and when will you return?”  So it pleased 
the king to send me; and I set him a time.  And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be 
given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I 
come to Judah;  and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to 
make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house 
which I shall occupy.”  And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon 
me.


Then I came to the governors of the province Beyond the River, and gave them the king’s letters. 
Now the king had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen.  But when Sanbal′lat the Hor′onite 
and Tobi′ah the servant, the Ammonite, heard this, it displeased them greatly that some one had come 
to seek the welfare of the children of Israel.


So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days.  Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with 
me; and I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no beast with 
me but the beast on which I rode.  I went out by night by the Valley Gate to the Jackal’s Well and to the 
Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which had 
been destroyed by fire.  Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool; but there was no 
place for the beast that was under me to pass.  Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected 
the wall; and I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned.  And the officials did not 
know where I had gone or what I was doing; and I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the 
officials, and the rest that were to do the work.


Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates 
burned.  Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer disgrace.”  And I told 
them of the hand of my God which had been upon me for good, and also of the words which the king 
had spoken to me.  And they said, “Let us rise up and build.”  So they strengthened their hands for the 
good work.  But when Sanbal′lat the Hor′onite and Tobi′ah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem 
the Arab heard of it, they derided us and despised us and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? 
Are you rebelling against the king?”  Then I replied to them, “The God of heaven will make us prosper, 
and we his servants will arise and build; but you have no portion or right or memorial in Jerusalem.”
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READING DIVISION FOR THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT

If Christmas is a Monday, just read the Annunciation, John the Baptist, and the Nativity on Sunday.

If Christmas is a Tuesday, read the first three readings on Sunday and the last three on Monday.

If Christmas is a Wednesday, read the Annunciation and Saint Joseph on Sunday, Zechariah and 

the Visitation on Monday, and John the Baptist and the Nativity on Tuesday.

If Christmas is a Thursday, read the Annunciation and Saint Joseph on Sunday, Zechariah and the 

Visitation on Monday, John the Baptist on Tuesday, and the Nativity on Wednesday.

If Christmas is a Friday, read the Annunciation and Saint Joseph on Sunday, Zechariah on Monday, 

the Visitation on Tuesday, John the Baptist on Wednesday, and the Nativity on Thursday.

If Christmas is a Saturday, read the Annunciation on Sunday, Saint Joseph on Monday, Zechariah on 

Tuesday, the Visitation on Wednesday, John the Baptist on Thursday, and the Nativity on Friday.

If Christmas is a Sunday, read as for Saturday, skipping or splitting in two he readings for one of the 

days.
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Annunciation

symbol: angel


LUKE 1:26—38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,  to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”  But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be.  And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.  And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.


He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High;

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,

and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever;

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no husband?”  And the angel said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;

therefore the child to be born will be called holy,

the Son of God.

And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month with her who was called barren.  For with God nothing will be impossible.”  And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”  And the angel 
departed from her.
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Saint Joseph

symbol: carpentry tools/lily


MATTHEW 1:18—24

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to send her away quietly.  But as 
he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took 
place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:


“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and his name shall be called Emman′u-el”

(which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name 
Jesus.
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Zechariah

symbol: tablet bearing the words “His name is John”


LUKE 1:5—25, 57—80

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechari′ah, of the division of Abi′jah; 

and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  And they were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.  But 
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.


Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.  And 
the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.  And there appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.  And Zechari′ah was 
troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.  But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechari′ah, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John.


And you will have joy and gladness,

and many will rejoice at his birth;

for he will be great before the Lord,

and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink,

and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit,

even from his mother’s womb.

And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God,

and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Eli′jah,

to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,

to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

And Zechari′ah said to the angel, “How shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my wife is 

advanced in years.”  And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of God; 
and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.  And behold, you will be silent and 
unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled in their time.”  And the people were waiting for Zechari′ah, and they wondered at 
his delay in the temple.  And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived that 
he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them and remained dumb.  And when his 
time of service was ended, he went to his home.


After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid herself, saying, “Thus the 
Lord has done to me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.”


Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son.  And her neighbours 
and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.  And on the 
eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they would have named him Zechari′ah after his 
father, but his mother said, “Not so; he shall be called John.”  And they said to her, “None of your 
kindred is called by this name.”  And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him 
called.  And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.”  And they all marveled.  And 
immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.  And fear 
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came on all their neighbours.  And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of 
Judea; and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?”  For 
the hand of the Lord was with him.


And his father Zechari′ah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people,

and has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,

as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

that we should be saved from our enemies,

and from the hand of all who hate us;

to perform the mercy promised to our fathers,

and to remember his holy covenant,

the oath which he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us

that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,

in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

to give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,

through the tender mercy of our God,

when the day shall dawn upon us from on high

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the day of his 

manifestation to Israel.


43



The Visitation

symbol: mother and child


LUKE 1:39—56

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a city of Judah,  and she 

entered the house of Zechari′ah and greeted Elizabeth.  And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of 
Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  And why is this 
granted me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  For behold, when the voice of your 
greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”  And Mary said,


“My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.

For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed;

for he who is mighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on those who fear him

from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm,

he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts,

he has put down the mighty from their thrones,

and exalted those of low degree;

he has filled the hungry with good things,

and the rich he has sent empty away.

He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,

as he spoke to our fathers,

to Abraham and to his posterity for ever.”

And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her home.
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John the Baptist

symbol: shell


MARK 1:1—11

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,

who shall prepare thy way; 

the voice of one crying in the wilderness:

Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight—”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.  And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of 
Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey.  
And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.”


In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And 
when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opened and the Spirit descending 
upon him like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well 
pleased.”
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The Nativity

symbol: manger


LUKE 2:1—20

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled.  This 

was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of Syria.  And all went to be enrolled, each to 
his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  And while they were there, the time came for her to be 
delivered.  And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.


And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with fear.  And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a 
great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying,


“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”  And 
they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  And when they saw 
it they made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child; and all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them.
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